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Introduction 

Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Desert Locust feeding on Calligonum polygonoides, in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated 


version of his previously published online research document available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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Phog (Calligonum polygonoides) is an evergreen xerophytic shrub that commons grows in semi-arid and arid 
zones of Rajasthan and adjoining desert belt. Its roots and thick branching stems are used as fuel and tender 
green Phyllodes (modified stems) form fodder for camels. The flower buds are considered to be effective in 
treating sun stroke. Phog is not much known herb in Chhattisgarh. It is present in isolated patches in 
Chhattisgarh. During the Ethno-entomological surveys conducted in different parts of Chhattisgarh, when I 
found the dead bodies of Desert Locusts (Schistocerca gregaria Forsskal, 1775) with the herb vendors coming 
from Rajasthan state, out of curiosity, I asked them about the purpose of keeping the dead locusts. The herb 
vendors informed that many traditional healers of Chhattisgarh purchase this desert locust from them. Later, I 
got opportunity to interact with ten traditional healers that are using Desert Locusts as medicine. Most of the 
healers add the dead locust in form of dry powder in different herbal combinations. The herb vendors informed 
me that the healers purchase the locusts collected from Phog trees only. The full fed locusts are collected. Many 
healers ask for live locusts but the vendors supply the dead locusts only. The traditional healers do not want to 
disclose the medicinal properties and uses of dead locusts. After informing them about the importance of on- 
going documentation work, they informed that the dead locusts feeding on Phog helps in increasing the body 
resistance, to the great extent when added in herbal combinations used as tonic. The presence of locusts helps 
the patients to get protection from many troubles round the year. The healers informed that they use locust after 
purification. Many healers claim that in herbal combinations given to the patients after cure of cancer, these 
locusts play an important role. The healers have deep faith in these traditional uses. The matter of surprise is that 
the healers are aware of insects and herbs that are not common in Chhattisgarh. They are practicing this 
traditional knowledge since generations. I am trying my best to get the information that whether the traditional 
healers of Rajasthan are aware of these uses or not? 


The traditional medicinal uses of Desert Locust have yet not been reported in reference literatures. These uses 
are coming among the world community, for the first time, through this research article. 


New Comments added on June 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 12000 Formulations in which Schistocerca is 
added as important ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of different diseases. In Tylophora, 
Mesua and Echinops based Formulations for diseases of nervous system the Traditional Healers add 
Schistocerca as tertiary ingredient. These Formulations are very popular among the Healers. They perform 
purification process before using it in the Formulations. I have documented information about 20 purification 
methods. The Healers are not in favour of using these Formulations continuously up to long time. The patients 
with poor vitality are not allowed to take it. In Hydrocotyl, Plumbago and Bacopa based Formulations for 
Degenerative Disc Disease it is added as quaternary ingredient. The Healers use Allelopatrhically enriched 
ingredient in these Formulations. In Artemisia, Pavetta and Drosera based Formulations it is added as quinary 
ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of Lichenoid Dermatitis. In Valeriana, Balanites and 
Acorus based Formulations it is added as senary ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of kidney 
diseases. In treatmenr of Epilepsy specially old cases the Healers use Corchorus, Soymida and Commelina 
based Formulations. Schistocerca is added as nonary ingredient in these Formulations. In Eugenia, 
Zanthoxylum, Pueraria and Carthamus based Formulations for Gout it is added as denary ingredient. For 
information on complete Formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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